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of activity strictly limited. The shadow Government
in Prague which had been formed by the third President,
Hacha, and which was dictated^to by the Germans, could
not act on its own initiative; was unable to take matters
into its own hands and was merely a symbol of the
final subjection of Bohemia and Moravia. The Gestapo
worked with unprecedented zeal as the following
authentic Press report shows: 'Thousands of Czechs
have been arrested in the Protectorate in the past few days,
among them many prominent Sokol leaders. Men of
military age are being rapidly drafted to Germany, It
is realised by the Germans that an enormous military
force will be needed in order to continue to hold the
Protectorate.'

These waves of arrests ceased for a time upon the
intervention of the shadow Government, but when
war was declared, they rapidly increased, for it could no
longer remain a secret that the Czechs abroad were
forming themselves into legions and were anxious to
fight The following is quoted from an official German
source:' The President and Government of the Protector-
ate of*rBohemia and Moravia have issued an emphatic
warning that if subjects of the Protectorate join any
military organisation formed abroad they will be regarded
as having committed high treason and will be liable to
very heavy penalties. Stress is laid, on the seriousness of
the consequences to all subjects of the Protectorate who,
having joined such organisations, become German
prisoners of war.'

.However, all this availed nothing, nor did the threat